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Legislative Consumer Committee and Consumer
Counsel

Constitutional and Statutory Citation: 
Article XIII, section 2, Montana Constitution; Title 5, chapter 15, MCA

The Consumer Counsel represents Montana public utility and transportation consumers
before the Public Service Commission, state and federal courts, and administrative
agencies in matters concerning public utility regulation. The Consumer Counsel, a position
required by the Montana Constitution, is appointed by the Legislative Consumer
Committee.

The Committee is required to meet at least quarterly, and generally convenes eight to 10
times per year. Meetings involve approval of Consumer Counsel staff activities, review and
status updates of current cases, and review of contracts with expert witnesses. Two
senators and two representatives, appointed by the Committee on Committees and the
Speaker of the House, respectively, serve on the Committee.

Restructuring of the electric and natural gas utility industries is an issue of particular
interest to the Committee, especially as rates are affected, and members will be
monitoring the progress of the deregulation.

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE

Rep. Roy Brown (R)
PO Box 22273
Billings, MT 59104
Wk: 252-5554, Hm: 252-4411
RLBRES@Wtp.net

Rep. Tom Dell (D)
212 Santa Fe Dr.
Billings, MT 59102
Wk: 656-2806, Hm: 656-9366
delcom4@home.com

Senator Walter L. McNutt, Chair (R)
110 12th Ave. SW
Sidney, MT 59270
Wk: 488-4400 Hm: 488-4966
walt@lyrea.com

Sen. Debbie Shea, Vice-Chair (D)
100 Moon Lake
Butte MT, 59701
Ph: 494-4708
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Legislative Consumer Counsel Staff
Robert A. Nelson, Consumer Counsel; Frank E. Buckley, Utility Analyst; John B.
Bushnell, Utility Economist; Thomas S. Muri, Attorney; Mandi Shulund, Secretary
616 Helena Ave., Suite 300
PO Box 201703
Helena, MT 59620-1703
Ph: 444-2771 FAX: 444-2760


